A metabolic profile of the rat caudate microvasculature: a histochemical study.
Arterioles of the rat caudate nucleus were examined histochemically to determine their metabolic profile. These microvessels appear capable of aerobic and anaerobic metabolism with a potential for nucleic acid and protein synthesis. Little intramural lipid storage occurs and any fatty acids utilized are provided via the blood supply. Likewise, glycogen is not seen in the arteriolar wall and may be rapidly turned over as a substrate for anaerobic metabolism.